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1890] Contributed Notes. 47 

His statement to the king of Sodom was tribute to the God of Sodom, God 
Most High. The making this overture to this king was to place the Jehovah 
faith in peril. It opened a way for Abram to become affiliated to the faiths of 
the land. Whereas he was separated to Jehovah. The danger is averted by 
a vision from Jehovah. This is the account; " After these things the word of 
Jehovah came unto Abram in a vision, saying; Fear not Abram; I am thy 
mogen and thy exceeding great sokar," Jehovah uses no synonym. He is 
not the Most High God. Melchizedek had said, that the one delivering his 
enemies into his (Abram's) hand was God Most High. Abram had accepted 
the statement;. But Jehovah comes in a vision and settles the matter. The 
one delivering into his (Abram's) hand enemies, the one rewarding him very 
greatly is Jehovah. Jehovah thus claims for himself what Melchizedek 
claimed for God Most High. Revelation becomes thus harmonious. And we 
are charmed by the loving care of Jehovah over his chosen one, evidenced by 
a revelation by vision which insured Abram against fatal error. 

Vanderbilt University. Prof. W. W. Martin. 



Exposition of 2 Cor. VIII. and IX. These two chapters form one grand 
division of the Epistle, and treat of one subject. They afford, therefore, a 
convenient passage for continuous exposition. Dr. Marvin R. Vincent, in his 
excellent little book, " The Expositor in the Pulpit," gives the points of a ser- 
mon upon this passage, by the late Dr. Candlish, of Edinburgh. It may seem 
rash to offer any other arrangement than that of the great Scotch preacher, 
but the following is my own division of the two chapters, for homiletic use. 

Introduction. Justification of the subject as appropriate for the Christian 
pulpit. The Apostle gives up an entire section of the Epistle to it. In the 
First Epistle he turns abruptly from the discussion of the high theme of the 
Resurrection, to this matter of giving. Here his object to urge a liberal offer- 
ing for the saints in anticipation of the arrival of Titus and two other brethren, 
sent to receive it. He sets before them 

I. The Example of the Macedonian churches. 8: /-j. They gave : — 

1. "Of their own accord." 8: 4. 

2. "According to their power." 8: 3. 

3. Out of "their deep poverty." 8: 2. 

4. As a privilege. 8: 4. 

5. "Their own selves first to the Lord." 8: 5. 

II. He then makes his request for gifts. 8: 7-12. 

1. Not of commandment. 8: 8-10. 

2. According to ability. 8: 12. 

III. He urges these motives. 

1. The credit of the church and himself . 8: 10; 8: 24; 9: 2-5. 
- 2. As a proof of love, and faith, leading to thanksgiving by others, 
and to glory of God. 8: 8; 9: 2; 9: 11-13. 

3. As a privilege of fellowship. 8: 13-15; 9: 13. 

4. As the completion of Christian character. 8: 7. 

5. As bringing blessed return. 9: 6; 9: 8-1 1. 

6. Because of example of Christ, and from gratitude to Him. 8: 9; 
9: Id- 
Rev. Wm. S. Jerome. 

Pontiac, Mich. 



